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ON TH B 

government ©f the PASSIONS. 
A moral essay. 

I^ojce telpfum. 


T he wife and gracious Author of Nature 
has indulgently furniflied the human 
fpecies with pafiions, intended to be inex- 
hauftible- fources of pleafures through this 
mortal 1 ife ; and when they prove otherwife, 
our own imprudence inoft commonly, (and 
not the laws of Nature) mull be to blame 
— Whatever is, is right,'’ is in. general 
true, it we reftridl: it to the primary inten- 
tions:: 


Y‘he young moralist. 

tlntis of the God of Nature^: and whenever 
.rnv thing happens ^vhich is wrong, we may 
.vert affured that it happens by the perverfion 
of natural laws, and the depravity of the hn- 
man heart. “Even divine judgments, though 
not to be traced by us to their original caule, 
and though they fometimes apparently bear 
the marks of cruelty and injuftlcc yet, 
could we plainly diicover their neceffity and 
intention, vve Ihould find them reducible to 
this one .principle. 

Were it poffibly to train up a child from 
his infancy, in the paths offimple nature 
to let him enjoy vvith moderaiiion whatever his 
palfions might require, and not only to deny 
him, but even to keep him unacquainted with 
every immoderate gratification, there is not 
the leaf! doubt but he would be happy, be- 
caufe Nature intends that all her votaries 
fhould be fo.-^I me^n this only of the fenfual 
paffions ; the pafhons of the mind being of a 
more refined and pure nature. And more diffi- 
cult to be kept under proper government. 

Yet even theie, ill agreatmeafure, depend on 
the fenfual paffions : and, therefore, when one 
ipecies is uniformly kept under proper regu- 
lations, the other will be fo too. 


* Men may do wrong, but the all-wife Creator can 
not err, what he appoints or permits to come to oafs is 
always for wi/i and good ends. ^ 

Whatever 


